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Richard Rose was born in Benwood, West Virginia, USA. He entered a Catholic pre-seminary in Butler,
Pennsylvania at age 12. He later recounted his delight at the prospect of living with monks and nuns who he
believed had direct connections to God. He became disillusioned though with the teachers and with their
insistence that he accept what they taught on blind faith. He left the seminary at age 17 still looking for God but
having decided to do so through science.[1] He then studied chemistry and physics in college but became
disillusioned with the possibility of finding God or Truth through science. He then traveled around the U.S., in a
series of jobs such as work on the first nuclear submarine at Babcock & Wilcox in Alliance, Ohio, on
streptomycin at the National Jewish Medical & Research Center in Denver, and performing metallurgical
testing for Martin Aircraft in Baltimore.

While living in Baltimore, his older brother James was killed on a Merchant Marine vessel when it was
torpedoed by a German U-boat. His death provided a huge shock to Rose, who contrasted his brother's selfless
attitude to his own spiritual ego.

Rose was working in the spring of 1947 as a waiter at a tennis club in Seattle when he experienced what he
described as "God Realization". Several months later, he wrote a description of what had occurred in The Three
Books of the Absolute.[2]

A few years later he married and raised a family. He supported the family as a painting contractor and by raising
cattle on the family farm. He worked with people who were interested in parapsychological phenomena such as
ESP and hypnosis, but said he never come across anyone working to answer questions about the nature of the
mind and reality. It was in this period that he compiled his first book, The Albigen Papers published in 1973,
outlining his philosophy.

In 1972 Rose was invited to give a talk at the Theosophical Society in Pittsburgh. Two students from the
University of Pittsburgh attended, and they were inspired to start a group at the university to apply Rose's
teaching. In 1973, Rose and a handful of students set up the TAT Foundation — "a circle of friends with no
head" — to promote their efforts to reach out to others. The acronym TAT stood for "Truth and Transmission."
[3] The Pittsburgh group spawned groups at other northeastern universities and even a couple of western
locations (Denver and Los Angeles). Rose made his farm available for group gatherings and individual retreats,
and students built two large buildings for meetings as well as cabins for individual use. The following two
decades saw hundreds of people inspired to launch their own spiritual searches.
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Rose continued to write and publish while his study groups expanded. His public lectures continued until the
early 1990s, when he started to show signs of deterioration from Alzheimer's disease.
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